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The IX Ibero-American Summit, held last month in Havana (see NotiCen, 1999-12-02), is
distinguished from its predecessors by the clutter of nonsummit issues that drew attention away
from the formal talks and final declaration. Unlike any country that hosted previous summits,
Cuba became the real agenda. Three Central American presidents refused to attend, citing a lack of
democracy and human rights in Cuba.

Costa Rican president wants access to dissidents
As early as August, the opposition Partido de Liberacion Nacional (PLN) asked Costa Rican
President Miguel Angel Rodriguez not to attend. In a public letter to the president, PLN
parliamentary leader Daniel Gallardo said it would be unseemly for Costa Rica, "a 100-year-old
democracy, to support the last dictatorship in America." At the time, Rodriguez had not announced
his intentions, but he had been particularly critical of Cuba. Costa Rica has not restored diplomatic
relations with Cuba, severed in 1961, and Foreign Minister Roberto Rojas has said "we will be the
last" to do so.
In early September, Rodriguez announced he would condition his participation in the summit on
receiving guarantees from Cuban President Fidel Castro that he could meet freely with Cuban
dissidents and that no reprisals would be taken against them. Cuban Foreign Minister Felipe
Perez Roque said that all heads of state at the summit would have complete freedom to talk with
dissidents. However, the Cuban government never formally answered Rodriguez's letter requesting
guarantees. The ministry denied that Castro had received any letter from Rodriguez and said that
the government would not reply to a public letter released for "the purpose of publicity."
Clearly annoyed by the attention paid to dissidents, Cuban officials were slow to say whether
restrictions would be placed on contacts with them. Foreign Ministry spokesman Alejandro
Gonzalez told reporters that summit participants should come to Havana for the summit agenda,
not to talk with "counterrevolutionaries." Despite promises from Havana that participants would
have freedom to contact dissidents, Rodriguez had hardened his position and refused to attend.
With the explanation that he had never said Costa Rica would not be represented at the summit,
Rodriguez announced in late October that he would send Costa Rica's UN Ambassador Bernd
Niehaus in his stead.
Foreign Minister Rojas later said that Rodriguez would not go because the Cuban response
concerning dissidents had been "extemporaneous" and had not included guarantees of no reprisals
against the dissidents. Nicaraguan president boycotts, calls Castro a dinosaur Nicaraguan President
Arnoldo Aleman also refused to attend and carried on a vitriolic exchange with Cuban officials.
During a visit to the UN in September, Aleman told reporters that going to Cuba would be
"supporting the dictatorship."
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He added, "If we have achieved democratization in the countries of Ibero-America, it's not possible
to permit a country with a 40-year dictatorship to remain like a stain on the continent." Later, he
called Castro a "dinosaur."
Cuban Foreign Minister Perez said Aleman could not attend the summit because "he is occupied
defending his government against accusations of corruption." However, he said, Cuba would
welcome Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Eduardo Montealegre, whom Aleman appointed to represent
Nicaragua at the summit.

Alleged letter links Aleman to Miami exile group
Perez said Aleman's absence "doesn't sadden us," and accused Aleman of having ties to the "antiCastro mafia in Miami" and with opponents in Cuba who wanted to use the summit "to destabilize"
the Castro government. As evidence, he cited a letter published Nov. 10 in the Managua daily El
Nuevo Diario, purportedly sent to Montealegre by Jorge Mas Santos, chairman of the Miami-based
Cuban American National Foundation (CANF), the leading force behind the "Miami mafia."
In the letter, Mas said "Arnoldo" [Aleman] had told him it might be possible to include Luis Zuniga,
an anti-Castro Cuban national and CANF activist, in the Nicaraguan summit delegation. Aleman
appointed Zuniga to the Nicaragua delegation to the UN Commission on Human Rights in 1997,
1998, and 1999. The commission voted to condemn Cuba for its human rights record in 1997 and
1999 (see EcoCentral, 1997-05-08, NotiCen, 1999-04-29), arousing bitter resentment against Aleman
within the Cuban government. The letter also said Montealegre should pressure Cuban authorities
to let him visit dissidents Vladimiro Roca Antunez, Martha Beatriz, Rene Gomez Manzano, and Felix
Bonne Carcaces, jailed in March 1999 (see NotiCen, 1999-03-18).
Mas said he was sending 100 copies of a book entitled La Patria es de Todos, and a sum of money for
distribution, presumably among dissidents. He asked Montealegre to try to have Ernestino Abreu
released from prison, but if that were not possible, "we will continue using him as a banner for our
denunciations of human rights violations" by the Cuban government. Abreu and Vicente Martinez
were captured in May 1998 and sentenced to 26 years in prison for conspiracy against state security
and falsification of currency. Cuban prosecutors said the two Miami residents were caught after
landing on a Cuban beach with arms and counterfeit Cuban pesos.
In a meeting with Perez, Montealegre asked for the release of Abreu and Martinez, but without
success. At a press conference, Cuban reporters suggested Montealegre had met with some of the
people Mas asked him to meet. "Did you bring them money," asked a reporter for Cuban state
television. Montealegre denied receiving any communications from Mas and said Nicaragua had
no interest in intervening in Cuban affairs. "If they don't believe me, then they don't believe me,"
he said. Montealegre said Perez's remarks about Aleman were "disrespectful and provocative." But
after the summit, he thanked his hosts for the "singular treatment" he received. Montealegre said,
despite the row over Aleman's nonattendance, relations with Cuba remained the same as before.
Likewise, official Havana said it would continue its cooperation with Nicaragua, but would press
for an explanation of Aleman's ties with Miami and of the alleged letter from Mas. Meanwhile, as
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Aleman attacked Castro for the lack of democracy in Cuba, the Coordinadora para la Defensa de la
Democracia (CDD), recently formed to protest the jailing of Comptroller General Agustin Jarquin
(see NotiCen, 1999-11-11, 1999-11-18), wrote to the summit to call attention to a crisis of governability
and democracy in Nicaragua.
The letter said that the political class in Nicaragua is "held prisoner by political favors from
President Arnoldo Aleman," and that Aleman had tried to silence Jarquin for his attempts to
investigate how the president handled public funds. While its neighbors progress, "Nicaragua has
increasingly retrogressed toward practices suitable for the previous century," said the letter.

Salvadoran president says democracy does not exist in Cuba
Salvadoran President Francisco Flores boycotted the summit, citing the lack of democracy in Cuba.
"We believe it is impossible to separate, in diplomatic and political terms, the Ibero-American
Summit from the fact that Cuba is the host," he said, adding that ambassador-designate to Spain
Miguel Angel Salaverria would go in his place. Political opponents held a press conference to
denounce the decision. "Self-isolation" was not a diplomatic stance consistent with an international
opening, they said.
Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) Deputy Eugenio Chicas said foreign policy
"has collided with national interests." Jorge Shafick Handal, leader of the FMLN congressional
delegation, said Flores' reasons for not going to Havana were "primitive." "Look at the absurdity,"
Shafick Handal said. "He says he won't go, but the country will go," then he sends a third- ranked
person. Juan Ramon Medrano, Partido Democrata (PD) deputy, said that if the government had
criticisms of Cuba the summit would have been the place to air them.
In addition to the three Central American presidents, Chilean President Eduardo Frei refused to
attend because of Spain's attempt to extradite Gen. Augusto Pinochet from England to stand trial
on human rights violations (see NotiSur, 1998-10-23, 1999-10-15). Argentine President Carlos Saul
Menem stayed away in solidarity with Frei.

Spanish government complains king got cool reception
While admitting that Castro had shown considerable deference to King Juan Carlos during the
summit, the Spanish government said his reception while touring Old Havana had been controlled
by Cuban authorities. Expecting multitudes, the king saw only a handful of spectators. Spanish
Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar called it an example of the "iron control" of the Cuban people.
Therefore, he said, conditions were not right for an official state visit by the king, a visit that had
already been postponed a year.
Later, an Aznar spokesperson said the state visit would be postponed indefinitely and that the new
requirement for such a visit would be that the Cuban people could freely express themselves. Later,
Aznar was questioned aggressively by Cuban reporters on the sudden policy change. Perez denied
the stroll had been managed and said the people of Havana had received the king with affection.
The sparse crowds were the result of security precautions, he said. One version of the incident
reported in Spain suggested that Aznar had asked Castro to absent himself from the stroll, then took
advantage of the inevitable security precautions to create a diplomatic flap.
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Some opposition figures in Spain criticized Aznar's behavior. Jose Navas, spokesman for the
Congress of Deputies foreign relations committee, said he was ashamed of the government's
"astonishing foolishness," and said he would ask Foreign Minister Abel Matutes to report to the
committee on the incident. Navas said Aznar's government was mainly responsible for the apparent
cool reception in Havana because of his "harassment" strategies "far removed from international
diplomatic norms." [Sources: El Nuevo Herald (Miami), 06/22/99; Inter Press Service, 09/27/99;
El Pais (Spain), 10/01/99; The Miami Herald, 10/16/99; Clarin (Argentina), 10/21/99; Associated
Press, 09/14/99, 09/30/99, 11/09/99; El Nuevo Diario (Nicaragua), 11/10/99; Granma (Cuba), 11/12/99;
Spanish News Service EFE, 08/16/99, 08/27/99, 09/21/99, 10/23/99, 11/12/99, 11/14/99; La Prensa
(Nicaragua), 11/05/99, 11/15/99; Notimex, 09/21/99, 09/28/99, 10/19/99, 11/02/99, 11/05/99, 11/09/99,
11/15/99, 11/16/99, 11/17/99, El Periodico (Spain), El Mundo (Spain), Reuters, 11/18/99; Europa Press,
11/16/99, 11/17/99, 11/18/99]

-- End --
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